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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 


| Presiding Bishop and Mrs. L.H. Ford 


In retrospect 1990 was a very good year. It 
was a year that brought hopes and dreams to 
past, while ushering in an out the momentary 
disappointments which make life an event. 
This was the first full year in over twenty years 
that our Church organization was guided by a 
different hand. God has surely blessed the 
saints and provided stable leadership upon 
which to continue our work for Christ. It is 
therefore fitting that our presiding officer send 
forward his general greeting to the saints of 
God everywhere. 

In behalf of the entire Church leadership, 
Presiding Bishop and Mrs. L.H. Ford send out 
the following seasons greetings and hope for 
the coming year. 


As we pause during this Holy 
Season to reflect on Jesus Christ, the 
Divine Gift of God to mankind, may our 
hearts be stirred anew to follow His 
example. 


Let this season be a time of shar- 
ing with our fellow man, but more 
importantly, let it be a time in which we 
give of ourselves even more to the ser- 
vice of our Lord. 


As we enter the new year, may 
God’s blessings of health, peace and 
prosperity be yours. 


Mrs. Ford joins me in this greeting, 
along with my son and daughter 
Charles and Janet. 


SECOND NATIONAL HOLY GHOST CONFERENCE 


It is that time again, when that most unique con- 
ference offering spiritual renewal and intellectual 
stimulation happens. The Second National Holy 
Ghost Conference will convene in Little Rock, 
Arkansas, January 22 - 24, 1991. The theme for this 
great conference will be ‘‘Healing Ministries Of 
The Holy Spirit’. The topics are currently being 
studied and developed by some of the finest 
evangelist, thinkers and presenters in our Church. 
Presiding Bishop Ford and the Conference Steer- 
ing Committee are working and praying, and pray- 
ing and working to make this conference more 
meaningful than imagined. Certainly, the saints 
remember the spiritual feast conducted in Birm- 
ingham, Alabama last year. 

The Host Bishops, Bishops Walker and Lindsey 
have been providing gracious support and direction, 
thereby enabling Bishop W.L. Porter, coordinator 
of conference arrangements, to secure Little Rock’s 
best hotels and prices in order to accommodate the 
saints. Room rates and food are most reasonable 
and will afford the opportunity for many to comfor- 
tably attend. There is a $50.00 registration fee, 
however the fee is not applicable to a room deposit. 
The conference registration fee is for conference 
supplies, I.D. etc. The entire General Board of 
Bishops, Bishops C.D. Owens, C.L. Anderson, Jr., 
C.E. Blake, P.A. Brooks, S.L. Green, J.N. Haynes, 
J.D. Husband, OT. Jones, Jr., L.E. Willis, L. Ander- 
son and R.L.H. Winbush are working admin- 


Bishop Ford introduces Chairman of the Conference, Bishop 
Ithiel Clemmons. 


istratively in this endeavor. 

The Conference will open on Tuesday morning, 
January 24,1991. Altar prayer, topic presentation, 
panel discussion, inspirational messages and gospel 
preaching will fill the daily agendas. The Con- 
ference will be presented in three main areas of in- 
formation: topical presentations, panel discussions 
and lastly the gospel message. The following is a 


tentative listing of participants. 

Topic Presentations will be offered by Elder 
James Whitehead, Elder Martin Luther Johnson, 
Ph.D., Elder Samuel B. Hogan, M.A., Elder David 
D. Daniels, M.A., Elder Alonzo Johnson, Ph.D. and 
Elder Cleophas Hall, Sr. Panel Discussions will be 
moderated by Elder Daniel Brown, Ph.D., and J.C. 
Jackson. Finally, Gospel Messages will be delivered 
by Elder O.L. Meadows, Elder Jerry Macklin, Mis- 
sionary Clara Clemmons, Bishop Gilbert Patterson, 
Bishop W.L. Porter, Elder Albert Pass, Chaplain 
Patsy Vickers and Bishop C.D. Owens. 

Bishop Ithiel Clemmons, prelate of Eastern New 
York Jurisdiction -1 and the Conference Steering 
Committee have labored incessantly to assure quali- 
ty and purpose of the speakers. Much prayer and 
soul searching has been done to make the Holy 
Ghost Conference and experience to remember. 
Members of the committee are as follows: Bishop 
Ithiel Clemmons, Chairman, Elder Norman 
Prescott, Bishop E.J.Wright and Bishop H.]J. 
Williams. 

Daily prayer and high praise will be conducted 
and every moment will be charged by God’s Spirit. 
The National Holy Ghost Conference will be 
offered on audio cassette tape by the COGIC 
Publishing Board. Those that come should take 
it home and share the blessing. For information 
about housing, please call (901) 578-3847 or 
1-800-872-1369. 
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TEXAS NORTHEAST DIVIDED 


Before a surprised Gen- 
eral Assembly, Bishop J. 
Neaul Haynes announced 
his proposed plan to 
divide his massive Texas 
Northeast Jurisdiction. 
That jurisdiction like 
many things in Texas is 
extremely large in geo- 
graphic area, as well as 
numerous’ churches. 
Bishop acknowledged 
that properly attending 
300 churches yearly is 
next to impossible. His 7 
idea of effective ad- WO) 
ministration is not com- & a 
patible with being spread 


jurisdiction, and a more 
centralized headquarters 
and administration would 
prove beneficial,’ said 
Bishop Haynes. 

Should anyone wonder 
if the largest churches re- 
mained with the parent 
jurisdiction, Bishop 
Haynes was pleased to in- 
_ form The Whole Truth 
that his desire was to 
establish a more geo- 
graphic concept to the 
area. Churches with vital 
Z congregations and beau- 
* tiful sanctuaries will go 

with the split. He stated 


too thin. The endeavor to Bishops Owens and Brooks laud Bishop Haynes for his that Bishop designate 


provide proper service “”precedented division. 
and a personal touch 

under his charge, prompted him to propose the divi- 
sion. The recipients of this most magnanimous and 
unprecedented division are Superintendent Frank 
Smith and Dr. David Houston. 

Both these gentlemen are long time pastors and 
proven administrators in the ranks of the clergy. 
They will split between them 130-140 churches. 
Bishop Haynes stated the areas contained a mixture 
of church buildings in various sizes and locations. 
‘There are some rather substantial properties in 
both areas. This is not a separation of the have not’s, 
versus those who have,’ commented the bishop. 
‘“Many of the churches sit on the periphery of the 
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David Houston will more 

than likely be headquar- 
tered in Tyler, Texas. Tyler is one of the larger cities 
in Texas, and the city has a sizeable minority 
population. Bishop designate Smith will possibly 
establish his headquarters in Longview, Texas. Both 
jurisdictions will carry the Texas Northeast name, 
but will have a numerical distinction. 

The move has been received favorably by every 
quarter of the country. Both bishops and pastors 
alike think Bishop Haynes has prodigious character 
and a genuine sense of right. The General 
Assembly received the proposed division by a vote 
of acclamation, and accepted the division and the 
appointment of Elders Smith and Houston. 
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OBITUARY 
SUPERVISOR MARY L. BELVIN 


Dr. Mary L. Belvin was born to Mr. and Mrs.. 
George Jesse on March 26, 1902 in Marshallville, 
Georgia, 36 miles from Macon. She was one of four 
children: a brother, George, and two sisters, Susie Lee 
and Bessie Mae; all preceded her in death. Her father, 
a sharecropper, died in 1916 and her mother moved 
the family 200 miles away to Bainbridge, Georgia, 
where she had found employment at a small fruit 
factory. 

She married John Belvin, who was affectionately 
called “Big Man,’ on December 22, 1917, in Bain- 
bridge, Georgia, and they migrated to Detroit in 1920, 
at the urging of an itinerant preacher, Elder Crooms. 
“Big Man’ died in 1975, serving a life-time “‘love af- 
fair.’ Raised by strict religious parents, she began to 
seek the Lord at the age of six, attending Bethel Bap- 
tist Church where her father was a deacon. 

She joined the Church of the First Born, Bainbridge, 
Georgia, in 1918, because she liked what the holiness 
people taught, what they preached, and how they liv- 
ed. She received the baptism of the Holy Ghost there, 
calling “Jesus, Jesus, Jesus.” This was an experience 
she treasured her entire lifetime, saying she would not 
exchange it for anybody or anything. 

Mother Belvin was a day-worker in the Metropol- 
itan Detroit area for 23 years before finding 
employment as a janitor with the Chrysler Motor 
Company in 1943. She left Chrysler in 1966 as a 
production worker, taking an early retirement to 


better fulfill her responsibilities as State Supervisor. 


She always felt that “‘the Lord’s work came first.’ 

Upon their arrival in Detroit in 1920, Mother Belvin 
joined the Adelaide Street Church Of God In Christ 
pastored by the late Bishop Percy Louis Lockett. It 
was during this period that she met Elder S.C. Cole 
(later to become Bishop Cole, State Sunday School 
Superintendent of Southwestern Michigan Jurisdic- 
tion). She also began a life-long friendship with 
Mother Claudia Clark, who first introduced her to the 
late Mother Lillian Brooks Coffey, who became her 
mentor and trainer. In 1949 she joined New Jerusalem 
Church Of God In Christ, founded and pastored by 
Bishop William A. Patterson. She remained a faithful, 
stalwart and loving member until her peaceful 
“homegoing”’ at her Southfield home on December 
1, 1990. 

Mother Belvin has served in every auxiliary of the 
Women’s Department during her more than 70 years 
in the Church Of God In Christ. At one point, she held 
eight positions simultaneously because the was no one 
else willing to work and she was determined that the 
work would not fail. Dr. Belvin was a protege of the 
late International Mother Lillian Brooks Coffey who 
at one time lived in her home on Josephine Street, in 
the “Black Bottom district.” 

Mother Belvin was appointed Jurisdictional Super- 
visor in November, 1964, by the late Mother Annie L. 
Bailey, following the death of Mother Coffey. She was 
the choice of the late Bishop John Seth Bailey with 
whom she served 25 years as District Missionary 
when he was Superintendent of District No. 1. 

After the death of Bishop Bailey in August, 1985, 
Mother Belvin continued to serve as State Supervisor 
under the newly appointed Presiding Prelate of 
Southwest Michigan No. 1, Bishop Willie Leroy Har- 
ris. She demonstrated the same vigor and fervor that 
she had exemplified under the administration of 
Bishop Bailey. She loved Bishop Harris and did 
everything to show her loyalty and support. 

The State Women’s conventions, created by Mother 
Coffey, was augmented and broadened by Mother 
Belvin through her organizational skills. As a State 
Supervisor, loyal to the Church, particularly the 
Women’s Department, Mother Belvin saw to it that 
each auxiliary established by the National was also 
functioning in her jurisdiction. The most recent aux- 
iliary established in the jurisdiction over which she 
presided was the Young Women’s Christian council No 
2. As a National Worker, she was: Member, Evalua- 
tion Board; Member, Advisory Board; Trustee, 
McGlothen House for Aged Retired State Super- 
visors, Memphis, TN; Member, Executive Board; 
Chairman, Screening Committee; Treasurer, National 
Women’s Department; Received an Honorary Doc- 
torate of Divinity Degree from Trinity University in 
1979; Recipient of numerous community awards for 
her involvement and concern with civic affairs; and 
was a lifetime member of the NAACP. 

Mother Belvin loved ‘“‘missions’’—helping to ele- 
vate the impoverished and down-trodden. She has 
worked with Mother Gullick, Supervisor of Haiti, 
for over 40 years, helping establish and support the 
Skilled Training Center called the Mary L. Belvin 
Training Center, Port Au Prince Haiti, B.W.I. 

She leaves to rejoice in her memory: two daughters, 
Mary Jane Walton and Frances N. Jackson; one great 
nephew and his wife, James and Joann Frederick; one 
niece and her husband, Delores and Curtis Doughty. 


Bishop L.H. Ford and the 
General Board of Bishops in- 
vited the press and saints into 
the newly renovated chambers 
which will house the remains of 
our founder, Bishop C.H. 
Mason. Mason Temple was 
erected in the early mid 1940’s 
by black contractors; the 
building is well built, and 
presented numerous challenges 
to the workers renovating the 
facility. 

Moving the founder’s re- 
mains from the Lobby and plac- 
ing him in a more suitable 
resting place was the idea of 
Bishop Ford. That area has 
been further developed into a 
chamber where the pioneer 
saints will be remembered for 
their contributions to the 
Church. Bishop W.L. Porter, Superintendent of 
National Properties turned to Mr. Carmichael 
Johnson, owner and contractor of New Direction 
Designs for input and labor. Mr. Johnson is an ac- 
complished artist and technician of commercial 
renovations. He explained to The Whole Truth, 
‘Mason Temple is built like a fortress. Putting in the 
new toilets and building the rooms et cetera 
presented us a number of challenges.’ In reference 
to the entombment area, Mr. Johnson said all the 
work will be completed by late December or the ear- 
ly part of January. The Entombment Room is 
designed in black, salmon, and white granite, featur- 
ing brass trim. 

During the 83rd Holy Convocation, the General 
Board of Bishops and general church officers attend- 
ed the primary unveiling. The related pioneer pro- 
ject, which is centered around preserving the con- 
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Presi ing Bishop ord explains Memorial to Pioneer Saints. 
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D MEMORIAL UNFOLD 


ributions of the early saints was unfolded before the 
selected onlookers. Bishop Ford is having a 
memorial plaque made with the aid of the Historical 
Commission to list the names of pioneers. All 
presiding officers, executive commission members, 
Women’s Supervisors and other historic auxiliary 
leaders will be remembered on the Memorial Pla- 
que. The room will also have a place for the saints 
to kneel in silent prayer. 

The entire renovation effort is centered around 
preserving the memory of the fore parents of this 
organization. Those names presented are the folks 
who labored with Bishop Mason for Christ’s sake. 
During the Holy Convocation the draped, enclosed 
area was a constant source of curiosity. The crews 
worked around the clock to get things in order. Dur- 
ing the coming April Call Meeting the saints should 
be able to enjoy the area at leisure. 


CELEBRATION OF LIFE 


EDWARD VAZON O’NEAL, SR. and Rowena 
Taylor O’Neal were blessed with the birth of iden- 
tical twin sons, on August 17, 1937, in St. Louis, 
Missouri. Rowena was very close to the late Mother 
Gore, the wife of Reverend Herman Gore, Sr., who 
was her pastor. Mother Gore suggested that these 
fine sons be named Edward and Edgar. 

Rowena traveled to work in California during the 
summer and would leave the twins with their grand- 
parents, Mr. Pearl and Elizabeth Taylor. She return- 
ed one summer and found them “plucking out”’ 
some music, Edgar was pecking on the piano and 
Edward was a stand-up singer. This was at the 
tender age of seven, yes the words were original and 
of course Gospel. Although their avocation was go- 
ing to be musically based, they were typical African 
American students in the St. Louis Public School 
System. Edward was a graduate of Cote Brilliante 
Elementary School and Charles Sumner High 
School. 

“Eddie” as he was fondly called by his friends 
selected the Insurance field as his profession. 

Some of his early music tutors included the late 
Professor A.B. Windom, J. Roy Terry, and PC. 
Smith. Madam Stith was his very first music 
instructor. 

The ‘‘O’Neal Twins’ made their ‘‘Debut’’ before 
small congregations and the word spread about 
these Gospel Prodigies, to larger congregations. 
Subsequently, out-of-town requests and 
engagements started to fill their calendars. 

Eddie accepted the Lord as his personal Savior at 
an early age under the pastorage of the late Elder 
James L. Ward at the Kossuth Temple Church Of 
God In Christ (originally called “‘All Saints Gospel 
Holiness Church’’); and served as an usher, member 
of the choir and organized a Jurisdictional Choir. 

Being ecumenical in their approach to music ““The 
Twins” later organized the Interfaith Choir, and 
shared their unique music style everywhere. 
Whenever at home in St. Louis, you could always 
find ‘““Eddie”’ serving with Kossuth Temple COGIC, 
where Elder Robert Strong is the pastor. 

“God’s Love’ united Edward Vazon O’Neal and 
Betty Jean Tansil holy matrimony September 1, 
1963. To this union on son, Edward Vazon was born. 

Recording fame was destined for the ‘‘Twins,” in 
1962 Reverend Cleophas Robinson was instrumen- 
tal in Peacock Records Recording of the O’Neal 
Twins ‘‘Every Day With Jesus,’ thus their popularity 
continued. 


In 1968, with the support of family and friends 
Reverend James Cleveland encouraged them to 
devote full time to the Gospel Music Ministry, this 
meant “‘travel, travel.’ Hence their travels took them 
through out the United States, The Caribbean, and 
England. They appeared in such concert halls as 
Madison Square Garden, Carnegie Hall, The Apollo 
Theatre and Kennedy Center. 

Even with the heavy schedule of appearances they 
had time to share their talents with the St. Louis 
Public Schools as special Music Consultants, under 
Superintendent Dr. Jerome B. Jones. ‘‘Eddie’’ would 
lecture, while Edgar would smile and soul music 
would fill the room, motivating students and staff, 
who were richly blessed. 

Eddie cherished starring with Edgar, Mother 
Willie Mae Ford Smith and other Gospel Artist in 
the hit Gospel Movie Documentary ‘‘Say Amen 
Somebody!” P-T.L. Club, P.B.S. Network, HBO, and 
a Grammy Award nomination for the song ‘“‘He 
Chose Me” were among his prize experiences. 

His last recording a Commemoration Album 
celebrating the 20th Anniversary of the Interfaith 
Choir—1990 at Graham Chapel Washington Univer- 
sity, will soon be released. 

Edward O’Neal and his twin received numerous 
awards and citations for their musical genius 
worldwide. Life long members of the National 
Gospel Choral Unions, Inc., Dr. Thomas a. Dorsey, 
President and founder and the National Gospel 
Music Workshop of America, Reverend James 
Cleveland, President and Founder. 

Eddie was talkative, yet always had a listening ear, 
Eddie was busy, yet patient. Eddie had a great sense 
of humor. 

Eddie expressed a deep commitment to Christ and 
had a reservoir of Christian experiences, the Lord 
needed and wanted another tenor in his choir, and 
so on Monday December 10, 1990; Edward Vazon 
O’Neal passed. 

These wonderful memories were left to his loving 
wife, Betty and son, ‘‘Little Eddie,’ twin brother 
Edgar Richard; brothers William (Billy), and Tom- 
my; mother-in-law, Tea Willie Tansil; god-sister’ Har- 
riet Ball; two brothers-in-law; five sisters-in-law; five 
aunts; five uncles; seven nieces; five nephews; 
cousins; a special life-long friend, Bessie Mae 
Brown; and a multitude of people who appreciated 
their music over the years. 

To God be the Glory! I'll trade a life time 
for just one Day in Paradise. 


I.T.C.’S FORMER PRESIDENT 
Dr. Harry V. Richardson 
Passes 


mo? | 
Late Dr. Harry V. Richardson, President Emeritus, 
Interdenominational Theological Center 


ATLANTA, GA—Dr. Harry V. Richardson, the 
founding president of the Interdenominational 
Theological Center, died Thursday, December 13 at 
the age of 89. Dr. Richardson had been in failing 
physical health for the past few months and suc- 
cumbed at home in his sleep. 

Dr. Richardson had a long and distinguished 
career as a scholar, teacher, preacher and leader. A 
native of Jacksonville, Florida, Dr. Richardson 
graduated from Harvard University and received the 
Doctor of Philosophy degree from Drew Universi- 
ty. His extensive studies on the history of the Black 
church led him to become one of the leading 
specialists in this area. 

In 1933, Dr. Richardson became Chaplain at 
Tuskegee Institute where he remained for sixteen 
years. Under his leadership, a statewide interracial 
minister’s alliance was developed which acted as a 
catalyst for ecumenical, interracial services at 
Alabama Polytechnic Institute in Auburn, Alabama. 

While at Tuskegee, he founded a religious exten- 
sion program aimed at making rural churches a 
more effective force in improving life in the rural 
communities. This program garnered statewide 
attention. 

Dr. Richardson left Tuskegee in 1948 to become 
President of Gammon Theological Seminary, one of 
the four founding seminaries of the Interdenomina- 
tional Theological Center. 

In 1955, he began seeking funds to bring together 
four seminaries of different denominations for in- 
terdenominational training. A grant of $2.2 million 
was received with the help of Dean Rusk, former 
Secretary of State. In 1958, I'T-C. opened its doors. 
Dr. Richardson became President and remained in 
that position until 1968. He later chronicled this 
undertaking in the book Walk Together, Children. 

Dr. Richardson is survived by his wife, Selma T. 
Richardson. 

Funeral services were held Monday, December 
17th at 1:00 p.m. in the LTC. chapel. The family re- 
quested that in lieu of flowers, all donations be sent 
to LTC. to The Harry V. and Selma T. Richardson 
Scholarship Fund, 671 Beckwith Street, S.W., Atlan- 
ta, GA, 30314. 


_ CHARLES H. MASON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY - 
TWENTY FIRST FOUNDER’S DAY OBSERVANCE 
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MINISTER’S CONFEREN CE 
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Bishop Roy L.H. Winbush. 
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Banquet Speaker 


Mrs. Bettye Ransom Nelson, Guest Soloist 


For more information, 
contact C.H. Mason Seminary 


404/527-7775 


Registration was opened during the Convocation. 


Bishop F-E. Perry is pleased to announce that the 
United National Auxiliaries Convention will convene 
in Indianapolis, Indiana. This UNAC is expected to 
be the largest ever conducted. During the 83rd Ho- 
ly Convocation registration for UNAC-5 began and 
the saints responded with early reservations. 

Indianapolis is a model city with some of the most 
reasonable convention housing and restaurants in 


America. UNAC has long been known as the Fami- 
ly Convention and all things being equal the entire 
family will enjoy this one. 

The area jurisdictions and their bishops, Bishop 
O. Freeman, Bishop M.L. Hall and Bishop J.T. 
Dupree have assembled a statewide task force to 
assist the officials of the Sunday School, Music, Mis- 
sions, Youth, and Evangelism Departments prepare 


for a great time of training, fellowship and worship. 
Indianapolis is a city known as the capital of 
amateur athletics, the 500 Mile Speedway Race 
Track and more importantly the world headquarters 
of the Pentecostal Assemblies of the World, our 
apostolic counterpart in Black Pentecostalism. 
Bishop FE. Perry, chairman of UNAC is encour 
aging all desiring information to call 216-921-5960. 


THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the 
Press Secretary 


The President to- 


day named Leslie 


. 


Sloan, of Spring- 
field, Illinois, as the 
266th “Daily Point 
or Light.” “Ms: 
Sloan, 31, enriches 
the lives of the 
residents of the low- 
income Eastside 
neighborhood. After 
receiving a masters 
degree in fine arts 
and returning to her 
hometown, Ms. Sloan co-founded and is now the 
volunteer artistic director of Springfield’s Eastside 
Theatre. Through this effort, Ms. Sloan offers peo- 
ple of all ages an opportunity to revisit their past. Ms. 
Sloan directs productions that focus on the history 
and culture of black Americans. She spends 5 to 6 
days a week, 5 hours a day rehearsing plays with the 
cast. The Eastside Theatre provides meaningful 
black role models through plays and performances 
for the community’s young people. In addition, 
because of the need to read the scripts and memorize 
lines, the reading comprehension level of the young 
people has increased tremendously, resulting in an 
increase in school grades and employment pro- 
spects. The President salutes Leslie Sloan as the 
266th ‘Daily Point of Light.” Daily Point of Light 
recognition is intended to call every individual, 
group, and organization in America to claim socie- 
ty’s problems as their own by taking direct and con- 
sequential action; to identify, enlarge, and multiply 
successful initiatives, like the efforts of Ms. Sloan; 
and to discover, encourage, and develop new leaders 
in community service, reflecting the President’s con- 
viction that, ‘From now on in America, any defini- 
tion of a successful life must include serving others.” 


Sis. Sloan 1s a member of the Prayer Wheel COGIC, 
Springfield, Illinois. Elder Farries H. Morrison, Sr, is 
her pastor and “Bishop TT. Rose is her state prelate. 
Sister Sloan is equally an industrious local church 
member. 


ITC STUDENTS 
INITIATE PETITION 
TO SEND TO PRESIDENT BUSH 


ATLANTA, GA, December 6, 1990—Students at the Interdenominational Theological Center in Atlanta are 
doing their part in expressing their feelings of opposition to the impending war in the Middle East. They are 
circulating a petition that will be sent to President George Bush and members of Congress under the signature 
of IT:C.’s President James H. Costen. The students are urging Bush and Congress to pursue peace through 
active negotiations and to avert an impending war. Already, some 300 of the 400 faculty, staff, students and 
members of the administration of the institution have signed the petition. 


It reads: 


We, the undersigned members of the Interdenomina- 
tional Theological Center community, do urge you to 
pursue peace through active negotiations in the current 
Persian Gulf Crisis. It 1s our sincere prayer that your 
active defense deterrent policy not give way to a policy 
of offensive war. 


The cost of the war would be immeasurable. It would 
surely include thousands of casualties from many na- 
tions. A war would also result in incalculable material 
loss, the shattering of the international consensus and 
long-term damage to the U.S. interests in all of the Mid- 
dle East. 


Iraq must be persuaded through diplomacy to withdraw 
from Kuwait. Let the sanctions that were so valiantly 
offered and unanimously supported in the United Na- 
tions take their full effect. 


We pledge ourselves to a peace-making ministry in and 
through our own churches and educational endeavors 
by renewing our study of the Middle East and its 
history, seeking dialogue with Jewish, Arab and 
Muslim communities of faith, resisting every tenden- 
cy to stereotype or dehumanize any parties to the con- 
Slict, and contributing to the international dialogue in 
a responsible and constructive way. 


We are committed to establishing a global community 
that does not add new evils to those that already exist, 
but acts and lives in wisdom, compassion and peace. 


The petition was initiated by students of the Johnson 
C. Smith Theological Seminary, a constituent 
seminary of the Interdenominational Theological 
Center. They hoped to have the letter and petition 
to the White House before the Christmas holiday and 
just a few weeks prior to the January 15 deadline for 
Iraq to meet the demands of Bush, Congress and 
Secretary of State Baker. The Interdenominational 
Theological Center is one of six schools that com- 
prise the Atlanta University Center, Inc. Its consti- 
tuent seminaries are: Gammon Theological 
Seminary (United Methodist), Charles H. Mason 
Seminary (Church Of God In Christ), Morehouse 
School of Religion (Baptist), Johnson C. Smith 
Seminary (Presbyterian Church USA), Phillips 
School of Theology (Christian Methodist Episcopal) 
and Turner Theological Seminary (African 
Methodist Episcopal). 


Executive Secre- 

7 tary to Presiding 
| Bishop L.H. Ford 
i was installed as 
Pastor of Pente- 
costal COGIC in 
Jackson, Tennessee. 
The newly appointed 
pastor is a long time 
employee of the 
Church but con- 
siders this appoint- 
ment a high point in 
his ministry. The 
church is part of the 
Central Tennessee Jurisdiction where Bishop W.L. 
Porter is prelate. 

A native of Jacksonville, Florida, Elder Hall is the 
fourth, and youngest, son of Elder and Mrs. Zannie 
Hall, Sr., of Jacksonville, and is brother to three 
brothers and two sisters. He received his formal 
educational training in the Duval County Public 
Schools graduating from New Stanton Senior High 
in 1960 with a High School diploma—College 
Preparatory; a Bachelor of Science degree in Educa- 
tion from Florida A & M University in 1966, and fur- 
ther professional studies at Mississippi State Univer- 
sity in Starkville. 

During his formative years, he received a sound 
fundamental foundation in Christian ethics and vir- 
tues through the godly example of his parents. 
These experiences were strengthened by the train- 
ing received from the pastor and Christian Educa- 
tion workers in the family church, Faust Temple 
Church Of God In Christ, in Jacksonville. 

This training led him to committed service to the 
church in various capacities and subsequently a 
deeper commitment to the Lord. His commitment 
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led him further in the direction of service and 
another milestone reached on March 3, 1961, when 
he received the Baptism of the Holy Ghost. In 1966, 
another plateau was reached when he answered his 
call to the ministry of the gospel. 

Upon completion of studies at Florida A & M 
University, a tenure of service as head of the In- 
dustrial Arts Department at Carter C. Woodson and 
Andalusia High Schools was served. After five years 
in the Andalusia City Schools system, he relocated 
to Memphis, Tennessee, where he joined the Bar- 
tholomew Engineering Firm as a senior draftsman 
and Engineering Technician. 

In 1977, an invitation to join the staff of Presiding 
Bishop J.O. Patterson, Sr. was accepted by Elder Hall 
where he served as Secretary to the Presiding 
Bishop and later as Executive Secretary. At the 
demise of Bishop Patterson, in December, 1989, he 
was invited to remain at this post by the present 
Presiding Bishop Louis Henry Ford, whom he 
serves as Executive Secretary, Adjutant Apostolic 
and Manager of office affairs at World 
Headquarters. 

The responsibilities of Elder Hall in the Church 
have expanded to include serving as a member of the 
Board of Directors from both the Charles Harrison 
Mason Foundation and Saints Center, the National 
Corps of Adjutants, the Presiding Commission on 
the Authorized History of the Church Of God In 
Christ and the Presiding Bishop’s Planning Commis- 
sion. Jurisdictionally, he serves as a member of the 
State Executive Board and as State Director of 
Christian Education. During his thirteen years of ser- 
vice at Pentecostal Institutional Church Of God In 
Christ, Elder Hall served as the Director of Chris- 
tian Education and Financial Secretary for the J.O. 
Patterson Ministries. 

In 1985, he was selected from a group of nearly 


seven hundred leaders to become one of fifty-one 
persons to comprise the prestigious Leadership 
Memphis Class. At the completion of this program, 
he received a diploma for successfully completing 
the prescribed course. 

His affiliations include the Memphis Brooks 
Museum, NAACP, Leadership Memphis Alumni 
Association, Memphis Zoological Society, Board of 
Directors—The Bethany Home, Alpha Phi Omega 
National Service Fraternity, and the Pershing Rifles 
Honorary Society. 

Other interests include programs dedicated to 
social and spiritual services for senior citizens, the 
Arts and youth excellence. Service in these and 
other areas have been recognized by the presenta- 
tion of many awards and citations among which are 
Distinguish Alumnus Award-Florida A & M Univer- 
sity, Honorary Member—Memphis City Council, 
Chaplain of the Day‘Iennessee House of Represen- 
tatives, Aide-de-Camp-State Senator Ed Davis, 
Volunteers Citizen’s Award from Congressman 
Harold Ford, Award for Excellence in Christian 
Education-Pentecostal Institutional Church Of God 
In Christ and a service citation from the Black 
Businessmen’s Association. 

An avid traveller, Elder Hall was presented the 
“Flying Colonel Award’’ by Delta Air Lines. His 
travels include visits to thirty-six states and abroad 
throughout Europe, Asia, Africa, Mexico, The 
Caribbean Islands and The Indies. 


No achievement can be fully appreciated without 
knowledge of its source, therefore, I acknowledge my 
Source—God Almighty—to Him be glory and honour, 
Forever. 


A SERVANT WORTHY OF DOUBLE HONOR 


“The steps of a good man are ordered by God!”’ 
These steps are worthy to be followed and the ac- 
tivities of the ““Stepper’’are worthy to be emulated 
while serving the people of God. 

Such are the steps of the ELDER GEORGE 
WALTER DAVIS JR., Husband, Father, Preacher, 
Teacher, Chaplain, Scholar, Adjutant, Counselor, 
Author, Friend,, Photographer, Videographer, 
Technical Consultant, Coordinator, Specialist, 
Toastmaster, and the list goes on. Of all the above- 
listed descriptives that somewhat attempt to 
describe him, Elder Davis prefers to be called ‘“‘Lit- 
tle Brother George.’ A man of ecclesiastical 
decorum who possesses eloquent linguistic dexterity, 
he is an intellectual and a compassionate, benevolent 
individual. He is an astute businessman. Elder Davis 
is an extraordinary individual who is ‘‘humility per- 
sonified.”’ 

On Sunday, September 9, 1990, at his home 
church (Refreshing Spring Church Of God In Christ, 
Riverdale, Maryland), Elder Davis was recognized 
and commended for meritorious service and the pur- 
suit of excellence thereof. This activity commenc- 
ed immediately following the morning service. 

Dr. C.C. Owens, President and Founder of the 
Religious Workers Guild, Inc., presented Elder Davis 
“The Special Tribute of Recognition Award”’ for 
outstanding services rendered, both locally and na- 
tionally in the Church Of God In Christ. The award 
reads, “Your service as Sergeant-at-Arms for the 
General Assembly, Church Of God In Christ; Special 
Assistant to the President of the Sunday School 
Department; Special Aide to the President of the 
Women’s Department, Church Of God In Christ, and 
other Special Assignments, warrants this Special 
Tribute, for you serve well.’ This is the most coveted 
award that can be earned in the Church Of God In 
Christ. 

This award was followed by a Proclamation of 
Commendation issued by the Presiding Prelate of 
the Church Of God In Christ World Headquarters, 
Bishop Louis Henry Ford. The Proclamation 
recognized Elder Davis for his many efforts and con- 
tributions to the church and to the community 
through his God-given ministries, and because he 
has continuously exemplified faithful and dedicated 
service to the Lord and to the church. He was en- 
couraged to continue these faithful deeds. Bishop 
Ford included a personal, congratulatory letter 
which included the following statement: “‘You have 
indeed, accepted the responsibility of involvement 
and the challenge of usefulness to humanity.’ The 
many talents and services of Elder Davis extends to 
the International Women’s Department, where he 
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serves as Special Aide to Dr. Mattie McGlothen, 
President. A letter of commendation and congratula- 
tions was received from Dr. McGlothen, expressing 
her appreciation to Elder Davis for the assistance 
rendered to her in the national arena. A token of love 
was enclosed. 

Additional congratulatory letters were received 
from Bishop George D. McKinney of San Diego, 
California; Bishop C.D. Kinsey of Florida; 
Reverend/Attorney John L. Butler of Brooklyn, New 
York; Supt. Sherman S. Howard, Washington, DC; 
Reverend and Mrs. James H. Johnson, Washington, 
DC; Evangelist Margaret Moore, Santa Ana, Califor- 
nia; Sisters E’Lois Waller and Jeanette Gray, 
Washington, DC as well as, numerous others. Addi- 
tionally, commendations were received from Bishop 
H. Jenkins Bell of Tennessee, International Adjutant 
General, with whom Elder Davis serves as Adjutant 
Overseer. Dr. David Hall, Editor of The Whole Truth 
sent congratulations. Several cards and tokens of 
love were received from relatives, friends and well- 
wishers, on this most auspicious occasion. 

Georganna, George III and Raphael, Elder Davis’ 
children, presented him an electronic bible. The 
musical composition by Luther Barnes, “‘I’ll Keep 
Holding On,’ was sung by Sister Monica Richard- 
son, following presentations by Missionary Shirley 
White and others. Words of tribute were spoken by 
Pastor A.D. Headen, with whom Elder Davis has 
served since 1948. A generous token of love was con- 
tributed by Dr. Headen. The Elder James J ordan 
commended Elder Davis for his many services 
rendered to the Ministerial Staff and to the 
Refreshing Spring Church family. Several standing 
ovations were given during the ceremony. 

The American Security Bank, Marshall’s Funeral 
Home and the Champion Trophies Shop presented 
Elder Davis a beautiful, decorative Clock/Plaque 
with words of congratulations an encouragement in- 
scribed thereon. He is employed at the American 
Security Bank as Special Aide to the President and 


Chairman of the Board of Directors and serves as 
Chaplain and Family Counselor at Marshall’s 
Funeral Home. The staff at Champion Trophies 
regards him as a valued patron and friend. 

At Refreshing Spring, Elder Davis serves as the 
Special Assistant to Pastor Headen, President of the 
Elders Board, Protocol Consultant to the Ec- 
clesiastical Department, General Superintendent of 
the Sunday School Department, Member of the 
Board of Directors of the Refreshing Spring Chris- 
tian College, Coordinator of Technical Operations, 
Member of the Pastor’s Aide Club, Coordinator of 
Public and Guests Relations, Toastmaster for Special 
Events, and Coordinator of Annual Men’s Day Ser- 
vices. He can be found lending a helping hand, 
wherever needed. 

On the State level, he serves as Chief Adjutant; 
Director, Adjutants Academy; Protocol Consultant; 
Co-Founder and Charter Member, Samuel Kelsey 
Bible Institute, and Past President of the Evangelist 
Board. 

Nationally, Elder Davis serves as the Adjutant 
Overseer for Platform Protocol; Sergeant-at-Arms, 
General Assembly; Special Aide, President of the 
Women’s Department; Special Assistant to the 
President of the Sunday School Department; 
Photographer; Marshal; and Member, National 
Security Task Force. He is a Past Chairman of the 
UNAC Platform, and Past Executive Secretary of 
the Evangelist Department. Elder Davis has 
authored several articles and has served as keynote 
speaker at various institutions and activities. He was 
a Consultant to the U.S. Presidential Inaugural Com- 
mittee for Presidents L.B. Johnson, Jimmy Carter 
and Ronald Reagan. Presently, Elder Davis serves 
as a Tribunal Overseer of the St. John Church Of 
God In Washington, DC. 

He holds membership in the Toastmasters of 
America, the National Council of Churches Institute, 
and the Executive Protection Institute, to name a 
few. 

Elder Davis matriculated in the Howard Univer- 
sity School of Divinity, the Washington Bible College 
and the Washington Baptist Seminary. He is the hus- 
band of Sister Anna Rae Griffin Davis, an anointed 
and accomplished pianist. His personal motto is: “IT 
IS A PLEASURE TO SERVE AND ANYTHING 
LESS THAN MY BEST IS A SIN!”’ Elder Davis 
is a genuine, generous, giving, and caring person, 
who will continue to be recognized for his services 
to God and mankind. 


Bishop WL. Porter happily points to the new entombment of Founding Bishop C.H. Elder Bully Gaskins was preaching through a storm during the Holy Convocation. 
Mason 


These boys travelled from Kentucky to sing ne Teeny Convocation. Chairman Frank Ellis presented his Main Executive Committee to the General 
Assembly. 


Elder Gleophas Hall, Sr.—“‘The Church Doctor’ will be presenting at the Holy Ghost Bro. Ken Featherston shows off his book Fun and Games With the Bible. Contact 
Conference. the COGIC Bookstore for a copy. 
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AT AGE ‘81’ AND YET GOING STRONG 


Elder and Mrs. Vernon Richardson celebrated 
their 81st Birthday this year and God is giving them 
renewed strength day by day. They are a very 
youthful busy couple. Better known by many as 
Mom and Dad Richardson. We thank God for them. 

Elder Vernon Richardson is Founder and Pastor 
of the Faith Temple COGIC, 2810 Emmet Street, 
Omaha, Nebraska. September 3-8 was Anniversary 
Celebration for their 36 years of dedicated and 
faithful service for the Lord and his people. 

Faith Temple is seen on television 7 hours per 
week here in the Omaha area, also pre-recorded ser- 
vices are viewed in Lincoln, Nebraska, Denver, Col- 
orado and Lansing, Michigan. (Check your TV 
directory in your area for schedules.) Also there are 
one hour services on radio. 

The Lord is using Elder Richardson in a mighty 
way. Thirteen years ago the Lord gave him a Friday 
night service known as the Mid-Night special. This 
service starts at 12:00 a.m. Saturday. Many have 
been Saved, Healed, and helped in many ways 
because of the Love of God and the Grace of God 
through this vessel. 

One woman gave this testimony: August 1990 
while viewing a service from our church by televi- 
sion, as Pastor Richardson was preparing to pray, he 
said as always, “lay your hands on your radio, or 
television as a manner of contact and look away to 
God while I pray.’ After prayer she looked at her 


hands and they got her very attention, they looked - 


red and she thought maybe she had gotten 
something on them somewhere she went and wash- 
ed them, it stayed. She told and showed her husband, 
he agreed that were unusual, she got excited and told 
a friend. Her friends reply was, ‘‘What have you 
caught?” She went to her mom’s house and showed 
her mother, and washed her hands again in her 
mom’s dishwater, but it did not wash off. Her mother 
said that the stain is beneath the skin and said for 
her to go find Elder Richardson, he’ll tell you what 
that means. She did just that, and now is a member 
of Faith Temple, and willing and ready to do what 
ever the Lord says. She was a member of another 
congregation, but she left so quick, like the woman 
that met Jesus at the well, and left her waterpot, got 
excited and told it in the city. Oh! you just need to 
hear this full testimony from this lady. Many others 
have great testimonies of what God has done, but 
Elder Richardson says, ‘‘I cannot stop, I’ve got to 
preach my way into Heaven. 

We cannot stop, there are too many yet without 
Christ. Too many broken homes, broken hearts and 
not enough time left to lose. Pray for this out-reach 
ministry that souls can be Blessed and lives can be 
changed through every service. 


Your’s for God’s Service, 
Missionary Alice Woods 


THE GREATER BIBLE WAY COGIC 
Banquet Celebration Honoring The 20th Pastoral Anniversary Of Superintendent Albert C. Lee, Sr. 


On Saturday, September 29th, at 6:00 p.m., the 
Hyatt Regency-Flint was the site where the Greater 
Bible Way Church Of God In Christ honored Supt. 
AC. Lee. The celebration was held in commemora- 
tion of 20 years as founder and pastor of the Greater 
Bible Way Church Of God In Christ; the theme for 
the celebrations was: 20 Years—A Man and His 
Work. 

The decorations of blue and white provided a set- 
ting of serenity, peace, and happiness. The guest list 
reads like the who’s who in Flint. Tributes to Supt. 
Lee were presented from Congressman Dale 
Kildee’s office by Chris Gill. Mayor Matthew Col- 
lier’s office was represented by Charlotte Williams 
and State Senator Joe Conroy made a presentation 
and was in rare form. State Representative Floyd 
Clack presented a resolution; then Commissioner 
Sylvester Broome, who has known Supt. Lee since 
childhood, commented “‘it is good to have a boyhood 
friend recognized in this manner.’ 

The opening solo by Colleen Adams, America and 
the ‘Yes Lord Praise,’ set the tone for the evening. 
The Inspirational Voices of Greater Bible Way 
directed by Deacon Sherrone Johnson praised the 
Lord in song by singing ‘“Thank You Lord,’ which 
expressed the sentiments of both Supt. and Lady 
Lee and the Greater Bible Way Family. The little 
children sang a song that reminded us that “‘Supt. 
Lee had come this far by faith.” Sis. Maria D. Lee, 
Supt. Lee’s oldest child sang “‘Faith’’ which brought 
the house to a receptive heart and mind to receive 
the spoken word by the guest speaker, Bishop FE. 
Perry, Ohio Southern and the President of UNAC-5. 
Close to 200 people were in attendance at the Ban- 
quet of the year. The Lord Blessed in a mighty way, 
and it was truly an evening to remember!! 

The sons of Supt. Lee, namely Albert on 
keyboard, Michael on drums and John on bass guitar 
provided music for the evening and accompanied all 
musical selections. 

The theme Scripture for—‘“‘20 Years—A Man and 
His Work—’ is And I will give you pastors according 
to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge 
and understanding.’ Jeremiah 3:15. It was from this 
scripture that there were electrified by the dynamic 
delivery of our guest Bishop Perry who expounded 
on the word with great fervor and exuberance. He 
challenged us to be mindful of thee fact that when 
God chooses a Pastor, it is incumbent upon us to 
adhere to his leadership. 

Friends and clergy came from Saginaw, Lansing 
and Detroit to share this special occasion with Supt. 
Lee, Bishop H.J. Williams, Presiding Prelate of 
North Central Jurisdiction, Mother Lena Mason 
Lucas, State Supervisor of Women and Supt. 
Cludges Hill, along with Rev. Reuben Russell, and 
Rev. Granville Smith supported this occasion and of- 
fered expressions of encouragement to Supt. and 
Lady Lee. 

Other participants during the evening included 
Suette Brown, with the Welcome; Mother Audtrice 
Allen and Missionary Catherine Brown from Greater 


Bible Way; Sis. Patricia Love, member of Greater Joy 
COGIC in Lansing (the sister church Supt. Lee has 
been pastoring for the last 6 years). 

Gifts were presented by Missionary Lillian Finch 
to show Supt. Lee how much he is loved by the 
members and friends of Greater Bible Way and the 
gift line was led by Mother Inez Payton. The 
McCrimmon Family of Washington, D.C. who are 
Lady Lee’s parents and brothers also sent him a 
special gift; and there were innumerable gifts from 
other supportive and caring family and friends. 

We, the members of Greater Bible Way Church Of 
God In Christ, believe Flint is a better place to live 
because of the many humanitarian acts, social con- 
cerns addressed, and needs met by our Pastor, Supt. 
AC. Lee and his ministry. Thanks for all you have 
done, We love you and Lady Lee very much!!! 

A word of gratitude: The Greater Bible Way 
Church Of God In Christ is most appreciative to God 
and to all of those who were so supportive of this 
grand and memorable occasion. 


REMEMBER: 
God Loves You, and We Do ‘Too!! 


SUBMITTED BY: 
The Greater Bible Way 
Church Of God In Christ Family 


AMERICAN CANCER 
SOCIETY WAGES FOOD 
FIGHT AGAINST CANCER 


The American Cancer Society (ACS), has 
designated April 18, 1991 as the Great American 
Food Fight Against Cancer. 

Similar to the Great American Smokeout, the na- 
tionwide Food Fight is a lighthearted event with a 
serious message. Instead of discouraging people to 
smoke however, it encourages Americans to eat 
foods that could help to reduce their cancer risk. 

Volunteers across the United States are expected 
to organize Great American Food Fight events, 
which will include public service announcements, 
door-to-door information campaigns, public cooking 
demonstrations, supermarket outreach and special 
meals in restaurants as well as schools and 
workplace cafeterias. 

“Studies indicate that as many as 80 percent of all 
cancers may be related to the environment and the 
things we eat, drink and smoke,’ says Dr. Gerald 
Dodd, President of the American Cancer Society. 

“Diet alone accounts for 35 percent of all cancer 
deaths. Even though the evidence linking diet to cer- 
tain cancers is not as clear as that linking tobacco 
to lung cancer, we do know enough to make certain 
recommendations,’ he says. 

The American Cancer Society recommends these 
nutrition guidelines: 


WATCH YOUR WEIGHT 
Obesity has been linked to risk of uterine, gallblad- 
der, kidney, stomach, breast, colon, and other 
cancers. 


CUT DOWN ON TOTAL FAT INTAKE 
A high-fat diet increase risk of developing breast, 
colon, and prostate cancers. Total fat intake should 
be limited to 30 percent of the total caloric intake. 


EAT A VARIETY OF 
VEGETABLES AND FRUITS 
Foods rich in vitamins A and C as well as 
cruciferous, or cabbage-family vegetables may help 
lower the risk for cancer of the larynx, esophagus, 
and stomach. 


EAT MORE HIGH-FIBER FOODS 
A high-fiber diet might reduce the risk of develop- 
ing colon cancer. High-fiber foods include whole 
grain cereals, bread, vegetables and fruit. 


LIMIT ALCOHOL, IF YOU DRINK 
Heavy drinkers of alcohol, especially those who are 
also cigarette smokers, are at unusually high risk for 
cancers of the oral cavity, larynx, esophagus, and 
liver. 


EAT LESS SALT-CURED, SMOKED, 
AND NITRITE-CURED FOODS 
Cancers of the stomach and esophagus are more 
common among people who consume large quan- 

tities of these foods. 


For more information on foods that fight cancer, con- 
tact your local ACS office or call 1-800-ACS-2345. 


The American Cancer Society is the nationwide 
voluntary health organization dedicated to 
eliminating cancer as a major health problem by 
preventing cancer, saving lives from cancer and 
diminishing suffering from cancer research, educa- 
tion and service. 
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COGIC BOOKSTORE 
BUY OF THE MONTH 


Buy clergy shirts for the new year now! COGIC Bookstore is 
offering a New Years Special. Purchase quality Friar Tuck and 
RT. Toomey Clergy Shirts. 


Sizes Available: Size 14-34 to Size 18-36 (larger sizes must 
be pre-ordered by phone.) 


Styles: Both tab and neckband styles available, offering col- 
lar inserts and full white collars at $30.95 each. 


Additional Collars—$4.50 each Collar Buttons—$4.50 each 
Special: Buy two shirts same size, get third shirt at 15% 


discount. 


Colors: Black, White, Navy, Light Blue, Gray, and Burgundy. 


ORDER FORM 
Date 

Account Number 
CHARGE TO 
Address 

City 

State/Prov. 
SEND TO 
Address 

City 


State/Prov. 


For each item ordered, fill in all pertinent information on the form below. 


ORDERED BY 


Payment Enclosed 


Mail to: 


COGIC BOOKSTORE 
285 S. Main 
Memphis, TN 38103 


(901) 578-3803 


Zip/Postal Code 


Zip/Postal Code 


Church Of God In Christ Publishing House 


291 Hernando Street ¢ PO. Box 2017 
Memphis, Tennessee 38101 


Second Class 
Postage Paid 
at 
Memphis, TN 


OBITUARY 
ELDER ANTONIO C. KIDD 


Elder Antonio C. Kidd, age 32, died Wednesday, 
November 28, 1990, at Hurley Medical Center. 
Funeral services were held Saturday, December 1, 
at Faith Temple Church Of God In Christ, with 
Superintendent A. George Burrel officiating. A 
special repose was held at the Eureka Bible Church 
Of God In Christ, where the family received friends. 

He was born in Flint, Michigan, December 22, 
1958, the son of Johnny D. Kidd and Carrie C. Har- 
ris, and had been a life resident of Flint. He mar- 
ried Melinda R. Davis. Antonio received an 
Associates Degree in Art/General Studies from 
Mott Community College, attended William Tyn- 
dale Bible College. He was licensed in 1988, and or- 
dained by Bishop P.A. Brooks, Northeast Jurisdic- 
tion Prelate, COGIC in 1990. After which he 
became the Associate Minister of Eureka Bible 
COGIC under the pastorage of his brother Johnny 
H. Kidd. 

Antonio was employed for thirteen years by 
General Motors. He leaves to cherish his memories: 
a devoted wife, Melinda; loving son, Antonio II; 
father Johnny D. Kidd of Milwaukee, Wisconsin; 
mother Carrie Applewhite Evans; stepfather, 
Minister Wesley Evans; 3 brothers, Elder Johnny 
H. (Ruby) Kidd, Renard (Gwen) Kidd, Berlyn 
(Mary) Kidd, all of Flint; 2 sisters, Sharon (Ben) 
Hollaway, Tonya Kidd, all of Flint; grandparents, 
Millard and Minnie Pearl Harris of Meridian, 
Mississippi; ““Dad and Mom’’: Superintendent and 
Mrs. Kenneth L. Davis of Wichita, Kansas; many 
aunts, including District Missionary Minnie Ruth 
Moore; a host of nieces and nephews; a host of other 
relatives and friends. 
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